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Jason Smart found out about legal 
executives while watching a careers 

continued from page 22 suit almost every area where a practice 

undertakes a CFA, that the policy is 
easy to administer and that it is not a 
provider that says he doesn't want you 
to select against him, only for him then 
to refuse to take on your riskier cases. 
It has to go both ways.' 

Clearly the underwriter is critical ­
they all have scores from the leading 
ratings agencies like Standard & Poor's. 
Zoey White recommends ensuring that 
they are based in the UK. 'Especially in 
the current climate, do you know how 
secure offshore funds are)' she asks. 

This point is often raised in relation expertise. Elite, for example, has three one provider to the next. This is one 
to ATE because of the growth of legal executives and two solicitors area where a broker can be helpful. 
underwriters based in Gibraltar Elite is underwriting cases. You should then Does the policy cover counsel's fees, for 
one of them and Mr Smart dismisses get the insurers to pitch to you or go to example, and how does it deal with 
any suggestion that the protection is a broker and tell them which insurers part 36 offers? And aside from the 
any weaker as a result. 'It is a highly you want them to approach. technical terms, 'how much account 
regulated domicile,' he says 'We just One problem with using brokers, does the insurer take of the lawyer's 
had an audit by the Financial Services says Mr Pipkin, is that the firm will not views)' DAS is led by the lawyer's view 
Commission [Gibraltar's FSA] and it build up that crucial relationship with a on the reasonableness of an offer, Ms 
lasted ten days. They went into the particular ATE provider 'We're bound White says, but not all insurers work 
minutiae.' He adds that Elite is a to say" no" more to someone we that way. 
member of the Association of British don't see as often,' he says. Equally Entered cold, the world of ATE can 
Insurers, is passported into the UK and, that relationship can smooth over a seem a strange and daunting one 
critically, is covered by the UK's Financial bad loss But it could be the difference between 
Services Compensation Scheme. Other issues, says Mr Pipkin, should picking up a client and not. 'Good 

He recommends that legal be whether staged premiums are on lawyers use ATE as part of their 
executives do their own research about offer and wl:1ether the insurer can marketing plan,' says fVlr Pipklfl. After 
insurers - one key question, he demonstrate that the premium is all, if you were a client, would you 
suggest, is whether they are legal reasonable and recover·able. prefer to pay your solicitor by the hour 
expenses specialists or part of a It is also important to scrutinise the and face the risk of paying the other 
broader insurance group that may not cover on offer; as Ms White points out, side's costs, or not Boiled down, it 
have quite the same degree of ther'e can be 'such a variation' from really is that simple. 

How the legal executives featured in this article ended up in ATE 

David Pipkin's time as ILEX President programme on teleVision. He began 80e, the ATE arm of DAS. There are 
indirectly led him to the post of his studies, supplemented by working several other legal executives at DAS, 
director of the underwriting division at McDonald's, until he landed a job in all of whom have been through the 
at Temple Legal Protection. His work civil litigation, later working in both ILEX training at the company's 
on law reform issues at ILEX and costs claimant and defendant personal expense. It also pays them a bonus 
issues at London defendant insurance injury - he even had a spell at DAC, when they become Members and 
firm Davies Arnold Cooper (DAC) and where David Pipkin was his boss. A Fellows. 
later fellow City firm Barlow Lyde & serious car accident brought his career 
Gilbert - from where he was virtually to a halt in 1999, and it was during Michael Warner started working as a 
seconded to the Association of British his rehabilitation that he decided to claims handler at legal expenses 
Insurers to help it formulate its change career. That was the creation insurer Hambros after leaving school. 
position on legal expenses insurance of Litcomp, which was originally just After a year at a general insurance 
- put him at the heart of the early a medical reporting agency. broker, he joined City-based insurance 
years of the costs war. After practice Hextalls as a fee-earner, 
returning to DAC, he helped set up a Zoey White completed a law and where he undertook his ILEX studies 
claimant practice, for which he business degree but for personal and handled both claimant and 
began looking into ATE. This led to reasons decided not to go down the defendant personal injury work. In 
contact with Temple and eventually, solicitor route. She started working in 1999 he joined Abbey Legal 
in February 2006, he moved across. a non-legal role at major insurer Protection, moving on later to help 
He recently recruited David Hogg, a Allianz while paying for her ILEX start up ATE provider Solicitors 
former ILEX Council member. studies herself, but after a year Services, before his first boss at 

transferred to the company's legal Hambros recruited him to expand 
expenses arm, which supported her Capita's ATE offering. Earlier this year 
studies. Two years ago, she moved to he became a consultant at ARAG. 
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